Hypercalcemia in the blastic phase of chronic myeloid leukemia associated with elevated parathyroid hormone-related protein.
We describe a case of hypercalcemia without lytic bone lesions complicating myeloid blast crisis of chronic myeloid leukemia (CML). Serum levels of parathyroid hormone-related protein (PTHrP) were elevated during the initial hypercalcemic period and became undetectable during chemotherapy-induced chronic phase, only to become elevated again during subsequent recurrent blastic periods repeatedly associated with hypercalcemia. Previously reported cases of hypercalcemia complicating CML are reviewed. It is suggested that PTHrP was responsible for the hypercalcemia in this case and may be an important mediator of hypercalcemia in CML.